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The Great

Catch of Fish



It was a beautiful morning in 

Galilee, and Jesus decided to 

take a walk along the shore of 

Lake Galilee.



The lake was so big that it is 

also known as ‘The Sea of 

Galilee’. Even today, it’s a great 

place for fishing and you will 

often see fishing boats out on 

the water.



But as Jesus walked along the 

shore he noticed two fishing 

boats that had been left on the 

beach. There were no fish in 

these boats but the fishermen 

were busy washing their nets. 

It looked like they were giving 

up for the day.



A crowd had started to gather 

around Jesus, so he got into 

one of the fishing boats and 

asked Simon, its owner, to push 

him out a little into the water.



Jesus sat in Simon’s boat and 

taught the people on the shore 

about the things of God. Jesus 

was a great teacher and people 

loved to listen to him.



When Jesus had finished 

teaching them, he said to Simon 

“Go and fetch your nets and 

let’s take the boat back out into 

deep water.”

“Why Lord?” asked Simon.

“To go fishing of course” said 

Jesus, “you’re a fisherman 

aren’t you?”



Simon’s face fell. He wasn’t sure 

if he really was a fisherman 

anymore. They had a disastrous 

night’s fishing last night.



Simon said “Lord, we’ve been 

out all night trying to catch fish 

and we haven’t caught even one. 

We haven’t even got any for 

breakfast.”



But as Simon looked at Jesus, 

something told him he should 

just trust Jesus.

“OK” he said, “because you say 

so, I will try again.”



Simon got his crew together and 

they took the boats out once 

again across the Sea of Galilee. 

No one was really expecting to 

catch anything. They hadn’t 

caught anything all night and 

now it was the middle of the day, 

not the best time to go fishing.



Once they were back in the deep 

water, they threw their fishing 

nets over the side of the boat. 

Just then, they heard a 

splashing sound in the water 

and there was a tug on the nets. 



“The net is caught on 

something.” Simon said to his 

fellow fisherman.



“No look” said Andrew,

“there’s fish in the nets!”



The fishermen tried to pull the 

nets in, but they were so full of 

fish that the nets began to 

break.



So they called to their fishing 

partners in the other boat. 

“Come and help us” they said, 

“we’ve got a huge catch!”



Between them, the fishermen 

pulled in the nets that were 

budging with fish. Both boats 

were so full of fish that they 

began to sink. This was the 

greatest catch they’d ever had.



Back on the shore, all the 

fishermen were overjoyed with 

the amazing catch of fish.

But amazed by what had 

happened, Simon couldn’t take 

his eyes of Jesus.



Jesus said to Simon “Bringing 

fish into your boats is important 

to a fisherman, but it’s people 

that matter to God. Follow me 

and I’ll teach you how to fish for 

people and bring them into 

God’s kingdom.”
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